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— Ship to Shore News — 
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The wind is still southeast this morning and there is a spit of rain in the air. It seems quiet after 
yesterday’s gusty easterly but the forecast is not all that good. Even so, there is no fog, and the sea 
seems calmer so it seems we might as well put to sea. If the conditions are unworkable we can always 
run north to the Isles of Shoals near our study area, Jeffries Ledge, for shelter while we wait for the 
improvement, which is bound to come. 

After last Sunday’s spectacular squid and dolphin show the rest of our cruise on Georges Bank was 
relatively quiet. Gentle winds and generally clear, though sometimes overcast, conditions prevailed as 
we made our way eastward to Corsair Canyon and the district at the end of the Bank which a scalloper 
had told us was ‘full of whales.’ The run to the east — gentle and mostly under sail — was punctuated 
by the passing of some of the leaders in OSTAR (Observer single-handed trans-Atlantic race). These 
sailing crafts had left Plymouth, England, June 2nd, and so were making remarkable time, especially 
considering the entire crew in each case was a single man. One altered course to pass very close, it’s 
sole French occupant being fascinated to find a squarerigger operating in the area. He had a good 
passage across we learned by radio, but was having structual problems with his trimaran whose 
transverse members, which attach the outriggers to the central hull, were starting to disintegrate. 
Even so, we could tell him we had seen only two ahead of him. Another much more serious-minded 
racer wanted any information we could provide on currents and tides on the Bank. His drive became 
clear when we learned he stood first in his class with the second place vessel only a few miles behind! 

Corsair Canyon and the east end of the Bank proved bare of both whales and squid although well 
populated with vessels dragging scallops, some Canadian, some from the U.S. Offshore lobstering was 
also going on. One of these vessels, which materialized out of the fog, made us a present of one of the 
largest lobsters I have ever seen. Although we had no scale to weigh it, suffice to say it’s claw was 
more than 13 inches long! Later on we enjoyed eating this fine contribution which made lobster salad 
for the whole ship’s company. 

Our trip to the east was not entirely bare of whales, however. As we headed home along the north 
edge Wednesday evening we came upon a whole congregation of Fin Whales (at least 15, by conser- 
vative count) feeding along the edge where the Bank drops away to the deeper water of the Gulf of 
Maine. 

The rest of the week we spent sailing back to Gloucester ending with a pleasant quiet time with 
the humpbacks which are presently feeding on the north end of Stellwagen Bank before we put back 
into Gloucester for the weekend and a change of volunteer participants. 

Most noteworthy this week was the finding of an apparent relationship between the position of 
these whales and the local bottom contour as revealed by the echo sounder. If this can be shown to be a 
constant and universal finding over the summer, a major contribution will have been made to our 
understanding of whale behavior. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Capt. George Nichols 
ORV REGINA MARIS 
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FALL DAYSAIL 


We will be holding a daysail for members on Saturday, September 1st. Those who were on the 
waiting list for our spring daysail will have priority, and should by now have received a letter about 
this sail. If you were on this list, you do not need to send in a new reservation form. However, you 
must call the office by August 10th to confirm your reservation. 


Phone reservations will begin on August 13th. Please act quickly as there are a limited number of 
-».Spaces. We will confirm your ¥egervation by phone after August 20th. 


To Glarify. the membership categories: one $25 membership is a SINGLE membership entitling 
that individual to one spot on the daysail. A $50 membership is a FAMILY membership entitling four 
people (immediate family members only) to sail. Children under the age of 16 must be accompanied by 

ag wddit.. Please do not bring toddlers under five. Details concerning the sail will be given over the 


phone when your reservation is confirmed. 
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On Saturday, July 21, O.R.E.S.’s staff along with former and current students and crew celebrated 
the lst ANNUAL ALUMNI PARTY! In spite of inclement weather, many students from past classes 
arrived and immediately gravitated toward the REGINA MARIS. Great food and beverage fueled the 
spirits of those brave enough to attend. Mr. Bill, ships’ chief engineer, won the Heaving Line Throw- 
ing Contest, and the Coast Guard gave us a sound thrashing in volley ball. At party’s end everyone 
dried themselves out as best they could and vowed to return next year for the 2nd ANNUAL 
ALUMNI PARTY! 


SEARCHLIGHT Volume9 No. 11 Dateline: Gloucester, July 2, 1984 


We are back in Gloucester again, having come in Friday noon for St. Peter’s Fiesta Weekend. 
Fiesta is a unique Gloucester affair which involves the entire town — all ages and occupations. It also 
comes complete with the Blessing of the Fleet, Greasy Pole Contest, Dory and Seine Boat races and 
religious services, carnival rides, street fairs, dances, etc., etc. This year — The Year of The Ocean — a 
series of demonstrations organized and sponsored by the National Marine Fisheries Service was an 
added attraction. Our job was to be open to the public for deck tours on Saturday and Sunday. The 
party was an uncontested success serving to set the tone for a happy weekend. The ship tours were 
also successful — a steady stream of folk of all ages passing over her decks each day. A big vote of 
thanks to ship’s crew-and students for their courtesy to these visitors. 


Back to the week’s work — Monday’s weather proved less than ideal. Haze and fog obscured the 
horizon, the south wind blew at 25-30 knots with squalls to 35 knots. Dark clouds obscured the sky 
while drizzle and rain dampened those on deck. The worst of it for most was the sea running 6-10 feet. 
A number spent some uncomfortable time at the rail as we sailed rapidly northward to seek shelter at 
the isles of Shoals. It was a grand sail, one of the best, but all were glad to get the anchor down in the 
lee. 


The Isles of Shoals (ten miles off the coast, half in New Hampshire, and half in Maine) are an in- 
teresting place. Discovered by John Smith, circa 1620, they were for years a popular fishing com- 
munity. More recently, summer visitors have taken over. A big wooden hotel on Star Island is run as a 
conference center by the Unitarian Church, while Appledore Island is occupied by the Shoals Marine 
Laboratory. Currently operated by Cornell and the University of New Hampshire, the lab offers a 
variety of courses in marine sciences for both college undergraduates and the general public. Our day 
and a half in the Isles — it was thick fog Tuesday — was spent visiting Star Island (Monday) and the lab 
on Tuesday. Dr. Heizer, the lab director, and his staff went out of their way to give us tours of the 
island’s facilities and inform us about their work. We reciprocated with tours of the ship for their 
students and staff. It was a fine day for all. 


The following day was spent doing what we came for — a survey of Jeffrey’s Ledge. Starting at the 
north end, we zig-zagged back and forth across the ledge doing bathythermograph studies for correla- 
tion with bottom profiles, fish, bird counts, and the presence of whales. Unfortunately, persistent 
southerly winds made power necessary for the whole affair, to the frustration of the sailors. Whales 
were absent, too, except for a few fins at the north end, but scores of dolphins and many sea birds as 
well as fish on the sounder tracing kept our interest. 


As the survey ended Thursday evening we decided to have a final look for humpbacks on Friday 
morning, on the north end of Stellwagen Bank, before we went in. Sadly, pea soup fog frustrated this 
effort, although one or two humpbacks were briefly seen in the early morning before the fog set in 
tight. 


Motoring into Gloucester proved more of a problem than usual. Visibility dropped to less than 200 
yards requiring considerable caution to avoid small fishing boats. Even so, we arrived at the dock 
safely just before noon. It had been a much better week..than one might had expected from the 
weather. ; 


Respectfully submitted, “9 aces = 
Capt. George Nichols ; « ~ 
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